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5.4  Broadband Connectivity: Fast U.S. States 

Similar to the High Broadband Top 10 list, Delaware leads the pack, again significantly ahead of #2 Rhode Island. 

Seven of the states in the Broadband Top 10 also appear in the High Broadband Top 10 for the first quarter of 2008, 

including Delaware, Rhode Island, Nevada, Connecticut, New York, Oklahoma, and New Hampshire.

In terms of quarter-over-quarter changes, gainers outnumbered losers, as six states saw their broadband connectivity 

percentage increase, while the other four saw their percentages decline. New York saw the largest increase, at 1.8%, 

and Michigan saw the greatest decrease, losing 3.8%.

5.5  Narrowband Connectivity: Slowest International Countries 

While broadband adoption races ahead around the world, many countries are stuck in the slow lane, with the vast 

majority of their connections occurring at speeds below 256 Kbps. (And presumably, for the most remote countries, at 

speeds significantly below that.)

Section 5: Geography (continued)

Country	 % <256 Kbps	 Q4 07 	
			   Change

-	 Global	 7.9%	 -8.1%

1	R wanda	 97%	 -0.7%

2	 Solomon Islands	 95%	 -0.7%

3	E thiopia	 94%	 -1.0%

4	C uba	 94%	 +1.0%

5	U ganda	 92%	 -0.2%

6	N ew Caledonia	 91%	 -1.3%

7	 Malawi	 90%	 -2.6%

8	 Bhutan	 90%	 -4.3%

9	 Zambia	 89%	 +0.4%

10	 Seychelles	 88%	 +9.5%

...	 ...	 ...	 ...

104	U nited States	 7.8%	 +3.8%

State	 %>2 Mbps	 Q4 07 		
			   Change

1	D elaware	 96%	 +0.1%

2	R hode Island	 85%	 +0.6%

3	N evada	 84%	 -0.9%

4	C onnecticut	 80%	 -2.6%

5	N ew York	 78%	 +1.8%

6	O klahoma	 78%	 -1.6%

7	 Michigan	 75%	 -3.8%

8	T ennessee	 75%	 +0.2%

9	N ew Hampshire	 74%	 +2.0%

10	 South Carolina	 73%	 +1.1%
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5.6  Narrowband Connectivity: Slowest U.S. States 

Washington State and Virginia top the list of US states with the largest percentage of connections observed at 256 

Kbps or below. However, in contrast to the International list, only 21% of Washington’s connections are “slow”. 

The connection percentage quickly drops below 20%, as Virginia has the next largest percentage of narrowband 

connections, with 18%.

While most states in this top 10 list showed nominal increases or decreases in connection percentages, Washington 

State showed a significant increase in the percentage of connections to Akamai’s network at narrowband speeds. It is 

not clear what the underlying reason was for the increase. 

The data presented in the table below shows that many of the countries with the highest percentage of connections 

to Akamai occurring at below 256 Kbps are smaller, more remote Pacific islands, or on the African continent. Rwanda 

had the highest percentage of narrowband connections, with nearly 97% of connections at speeds under 256 Kbps. 

The narrowband connectivity percentages are also fairly clustered, with only 10% separating #1 and #10 (Seychelles). 

The United States comes in significantly lower on this list (as would be expected), at #104, with only 7.8% of 

connections at narrowband speeds.

The quarter-to-quarter changes were not as widely varied as we saw with broadband and high broadband 

connectivity. Seven of the top 10 saw narrowband connectivity percentages decrease, even if just slightly, while 

Seychelles saw the greatest increase. 

State	 % <256 Mbps	 Q4 07 		
			   Change

1	W ashington	 21%	 +151%

2	 Virginia	 18%	 -0.4%

3	D istrict Of Columbia	17%	 +4.5%

4	 Georgia	 15%	 +9.2%

5	 Illinois	 15%	 +9.5%

6	T exas	 13%	 +6.3%

7	A laska	 11%	 -8.9%

8	 Iowa	 10%	 -2.9%

9	 Montana	 8.6%	 -6.3%

10	Colorado	 8.2%	 -4.1%
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